
Proposed American Studies Seminar 

Hyungji Park 

"Asian American Literature and Its Contexts" 

This course will involve intensive reading of Asian American literatures 
along with an exploration of the social/historical context of Asian American 
identities. Cultural contact and exchange recur as important themes in the books we 
will be reading, and the implications of such cross-cultural fertilization-and of the 
resulting questions of ethnicity and nationality-serve as central themes for the 
course. Discussion topics will range from ethnic self-distinction vs. "American" 
assimilation to in tergenera tional tension and the differing experiences for women 
and men. Immigration history helps trace the development of "Asian American"
ness as a category, and readings have been selected to reflect the success and variety 
of women writers in this field. The reading list-all twentieth-century-ranges 

from works by widely read writers such as Maxine Hong Kingston to lesser known 
figures such as Younghill Kang, and includes poetry and drama as well as fiction. 

In addition to this primary focus on a literary tradition, the seminar will also 
consider the contemporary realities of Asian America. The recent surge of movie 

adaptations (in the cultural realm) to interracial conflicts (in the political) will be 

addressed through screenings of film adaptations and readings of media/ critical 
responses to pivotal events. With solid readings in literature supported by extra
literary sources, this course hopes to achieve an understanding of the diversity of 
voices and ethnic identities in Asian American communities. 

Sample Reading List 
Frank Chin, The Chickencoop Chinaman (drama) 
David Henry Hwang, M. Butterfly (drama) 
Joy Kagawa, Obasan (novel) 
Younghill Kang, East Goes West (novel) 
Kim, Ronyoung, Clay Walls (novel) 
Maxine Hong Kingston, The Woman Warrior (novel) 
Cathy Song, Picture Bride (poetry) 
Amy Tan, The Toy Luck Club (novel) 
selected short stories, historical readings, and films/videos 



The undersigned students wish to make known their support for Hyungji Park's proposed 
American Studies seminar: "Asian American Literature and Its Contexts." 

Signature Name Status 
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