
April, 25, 1995 

To: The Princeton Faculty 
From: The Student Protestors 

We students want to inform the faculty of the reasons and outcomes of the recent sit-in. 

The purpose of our action was both symbolic and functional. We were frustrated with the 
administration's constant footdragging and stonewalling with respect to their commitment on 
issues of diversifying the curricula and the faculty. After more than ten years of administrative 
inactivity, we believed strongly that we had exhausted all "proper" institutional channels, whose 
very terms excluded our voices. 

To address these issues during this year alone, we have had 1 meeting with President Shapiro, 3 
meetings with Vice Provost Ruth Simmons, 5 meetings with the Dean of the College Nancy 
Malkiel, 2 meetings with an Associate Dean of the College, 1 meeting with an Associate Dean of 
the Faculty, 2 meetings with the outgoing and incoming directors of the American Studies 
program, and countless meetings with numerous department heads and faculty members. In fact, 
during our most recent meeting on April 12, students were still asking for measures as meager as a 
basic timeline for increasing library holdings. 

It soon became very clear to us that after an entire year's work, we had little to show for it. There 
was no institutionalized commitment, and students were still doing all of the legwork for the 
administration. Students had to personally call and invite Professor Franklin Odol> a visiting 
professor from the University of Hawaii, to come and teach a course in Asian American studies 
this spring. Furthermore, the only class to be offered next year in Latino studies is student- · 
initiated. Based on this record. one can see that little progress would have been. made without 
forcing the administration to deal immediately with the issue of ethnic studies. Therefore, we 
created a space and a time for the University to make this issue a priority. 

The actions of 17 students, over 300 protesters· outside Nassau Hall, and approximately 500 
petition signatures demonstrate the widespread support for a curriculum which includes Asian 
American and Latino studies at Princeton. In addition, numerous professors, alumni, and parents 
endorsed our efforts. Letters and expressions of support were also sent from student organizations 
at other universities, including Northwestern, Cornell, Harvard, Berkeley, Stanford, Williams, 
University of Pennsylvania_., Columbia~ Brown, Carnegie Mellon, and Rutgers. This solidarity 
made it clear that we were not alone in our belief that the current curriculum deals ineffectively with 
these issues. 

The latest interpretive footwork on the part of the administration attempts to make the student 
protest seem unnecessary and unjustified According to University Spokesperson, Jacqueline 
Savani, "The university has already worked on these issues. They [the students] didn't realize the 
extent to which the university has begun to provide Latino and Asian American studies." This is 
nonsense. There are zero permanent faculty and zero permanent courses in Asian American and 
Latino Studies after more than ten years of struggle. Prior to the takeover, there was virtually no 
institutional commitment to include Asian American and Latino studies in the curriculum. 
And, the demands for faculty positions in Asian American and Latino studies were only grudgingly 
conceded after eight rounds of marathon negotiations. 

Our actions have secured the following: greater library holdings, student monitoring of the three 
faculty search committee processes, an option for a visiting professor in Asian American studies to 
be in residence for the fall of next year, specification that $6 million will be earmarked for the 
hiring of faculty with expertise in Asian American and Latino studies, a search committee ,for the 
hiring of a permanent faculty member with expertise in Asian American studies to be effective 



immediately, and a guarantee that the Caribbean studies position in history will be tied to Latino 
studies. Moreover, the pace of the Raboteau committee charged with implementing the Report of 
the Committee on Diversity and Liberal Education as well as the search committee for an expert in 
Caribbean history have been accelerated. The true irony in these proceedings is that Provost 
Goldfeld's letter represents the University's first written, public commitment to progress in this 
area. As a result of our efforts, there is now an institutional mechanism with which to hold the 
University accountable to its claims and promises. 

President Shapiro, in his press release of Thursday afternoon, stated that the takeover was "deeply 
offensive to me personally." Many students on our campus are personally offended every day by 
the administration's refusal to recognize difference and diversity in our curriculum. In addition, 
Shapiro's refusal to be present at a single meeting with our negotiators indicates that the President 
of this university simply does not grasp the critical importance of Asian American and Latino 
studies. 

In retrospect, we feel a sense of accomplishment in having opened dialogue with the administration 
and having forced it to deal with the lack of Asian American and Latino studies in the curriculum. 
We· do not regret our actions in the least. At the same time. we ·are well aware that this is a 
conditional victory; we are at the beginning of what will certainly be a long process. Students must 
continue to play an active role. 

As we have already witnessed from the administration's communications to the press that even 
after the university's written commitment to us, the administration still has the power to shift their 
interpretations of the negotiations, or even claim that "negotiations never happened. It It matters 
little to us that the administration needs/wants to look as if they did not concede to anything, but 
rather intended everything. We just want to to see that they follow through on their commitments. 
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