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Thank you so much faculty and administrators who have come together to hear and discuss 
the possibilities of creating an Asian American studies curriculum, program. 

In 1994, our understandings of the U.S's past and present is short of exhaustive; it is 
incomplete; it is wrong. A more complete picture of American culture, history, politics
can only be achieved through the study of all "Americans" as well as those who live in the 
U.S. and yet are continually marked "un-American." In light of the Rodney King riots, the 
anti-immigrant nativism of California's Proposition 187 that is sweeping the country, the 
GOP welfare "reform" bill, it is extremely problematic that U.S. scholars have few tools 
with which to understand Asian American (i.e. foreign) experiences and thus formulate 
economic and public policy. If Asian American studies, as well as Chicana/Latina studies, 
continue to remain alien, foreign, and thus peripheral to U.S. scholarship in the Academy, 
then these scapegoat bodies will continue to be ousted from the physical terrain and 
boundaries of this country. 

The implementation of an Asian American Studies as well as a Latina American Studies, 
would be a first step towards rectifying these mistakes. Asian Americans are the fastest 
growing minority in the U.S. Their population grew by 108% from 1980 to 1990; in 
California from 1.3 to 3 million. These trends are reflected on PrincetonUs campus, where 
Asian American students number 12%. These demographics show that Asian American 
studies is crucial to an understanding of our multi-racial/ethnic society. 

In our struggle for Asian American Studies we must first realize that academia is indeed 
inseparable from politics. Maintaining the status quo, even though it Us under the guise of 
normalcy, is just as political as changing it. Reforming Western culture curricula to include 
colonialism, establishing the African American and Women's Studies program were all 
political as well as academic, intellectual debates. 

Whether or not to have Asian American Studies is not a question of should we or shouldn't 
we add Asian Americans into U.S. History and stir, for U.S. History cannot be 
understood without the inclusion of Asian American history. Asian Americans are and 
have been an integral part, not a footnote, of U.S. history- from the 3000 Chinese railroad 
workers whose labor allowed U.S. Western expansion and, by the way, helped to fund 
Stanford University to the Japanese Americans interned in WWII. Therefore, it is a 
question of whose histories, experiences are valued, legitimated, and included. It is a 
political question of power relations. 

Just because women Us histories, experiences were not considered worthy of scholarship 
until the 1960's, did not mean that women did not contribute to history. So much of the 
script of U.S. history, culture, literature has been made invisible and ignored. Do we 
know how and why those impoverished Chinatowns that we all go eat dim sum in came 
into being? Why are working class Asian American women concentrated in the garment 
and electronics industry? How much of this has to do with Western perceptions of Asian 
women being feminine with nimble hands and dexterous fingers? Are all Asian Americans 
Chinese science geeks? Whatever happened to class and ethnic differentiations, Asian 
Indians, Vietnamese and Cambodian refugees? 

We feel very strongly that simply telling the tales of oppression or expressing oneUs voice 
is not enough, it is equally imperative that such experiences be the object of theoretical and 
critical analysis. 



In order to get a better grasp of mainstream U.S. society, we can look from the standpoint 
of Asian Americans to point out how strict boundaries have been actively maintained to 
delineate who is a "true" American. We can look from the lens of this margin to 
understand how the U.S. constitutes itself as a nation, as a people. How does, for 
example, U.S. transnational capitalist colonization of Malaysia and the Filipines, its 
military intrusion into Vietnam shape U.S. perception of who is the Self and who is the 
Other. Why was the U.S. able to drop an atomic bomb that killed a hundred thousand 
people instantly-- in Japan? Only by understanding how these dominations can be a part of 
U.S. history can we begin to change them. 

At the same time, however, we also realize that we cannot be trapped within the 
frameworks of a particular margin. Asian American studies is not simply a study of one 
single racial/ethnic community, one cultural niche. We do not want to create yet another 
cultural nationalism. One of the many purposes of Asian American studies is to grapple 
with the complex, multiple, and often contradictory histories of Asian American women, 
the different ethnicities within Asian America well as building alliances and realizing 
differences across all minority discourses. 

For example, it was through the Filipino Grape Strike that Mexican American united in 
struggle and this promoted Cesar Chavez into national prominence. To show another 
similarity- four white police officers who repeatedly beat Rodney King while he lay on the 
pavement were not found guilty of police abuse. Similarly, two white men who confessed 
to beating Vincent Chin to death were not found guilty of violating his civil rights. Vincent 
Chin was a Chinese American man in Detroit who was beaten to death with a baseball bat, 
for he was mistaken to be a Japanese American who had "stolen" American jobs. 

In contradistinction, an example of how racism affects people of color in diverging 
manners is how the dominant media portrayals of the Rodney King riots pitted Asian 
Pacifies (the model minority) against African Americans (the criminals). Similarly, Asian 
American men are constructed to have big brains and small genitalia whereas black men 
have smaller brains and huge genitalia. Who, then, we ask, is normal sized? To quote from 
Anthropology Professors Paulla Ebron and Anna Tsing, isn't the mindless body and the 
bodiless mind simply two different sides of the same racist coin? How is race differently 
constructed and constituted in the United States? 

We realize that our communities do not exist as closed, separate, bounded entities- but as 
permeable ones that are gendered, classed, and differently racialized. Thus, integral to an 
Asian American studies program would be to make connections, rub minds, if you will, 
with feminist scholarship, postcolonial and minority scholarship, cultural studies, and 
scholarship on the history and politics of Asian countries in light of Western imperialism, 
etc. It is a very important site for transnational cross-talk, i.e. how Orientalist 
constructions of "Asia" relate to Asian America. We do not want to promote academic 
ghettoization by any means. 

Finally, it is imperative to have an Asian American studies program in order to provide 
legitimacy for Asian American scholarship and the forming of Asian Americanist scholars, 
especially in light of marginalization in traditional departments. Asian American Studies 
would be relevant to the changing needs of the communities so that scholarship would be 
used to benefit the needs of the community. 

We need to move beyond a discourse of race in the U.S. that is usually centered on the 
bifurcation of black and white, for these frameworks are unable to include the experiences 
of Asian Americans, who are at a no-place within this dichotomy. An Asian American 
studies program would not stop at the exclusions of a particular margin or feign 



homogeneity, but seek to understand and forge alliances across different frameworks of 
exclusion. We need to understand that Asian American studies, Latina American Studies, 
African American Studies, Native American Studies, Feminist Studies, Cultural Studies 
should not be seen as a stealing away of white, western, male privilege, but, to be sure, as 
a sharing of an already shared history. 


